Atherosclerotic ischemic renal vascular disease: do published outcomes justify the overzealous diagnostic approaches?
Atherosclerotic renal vascular disease is being recognized more frequently in an elderly patient population with chronic kidney disease. It also is much easier to diagnose and treat, at this time, because of the wide availability of coronary angiography and other radiologic imaging studies. In general, patients with atherosclerotic ischemic renal vascular disease are much sicker than the usual ESRD patient with more cardiac comorbidity and higher mortality rates. It is important to determine whether the lesions in the renal artery are physiologically significant before performing an intervention. The interventions are often risky with significant morbidity. Nephrologists should guide their colleagues to follow prudent courses of action. There are no evidence-based guidelines in this area.